QCAPAA

Washington State Commission
on Asian Pacific American Affairs

Sapphire
Celebration

Commemorating

45 Years of Service
#g
: 23t

©CAPAA

Washington State Commission
on Asian Pacific American Affairs

WWW.Capaa.wa.gov




S,

Pragram

Presentation of the Colors
Washington State Army National Guard

National Anthem
Sarah Chun Fook

Invocation
Khmer Language Arts & Culture Academy

Welcome
Executive Director Toshiko Hasegawa

Honoring Our Predecessors
Greetings from Governor Jay Inslee

Remarks from our Sapphire Sponsors
Bryan MacDonald - Vice President, Enterprise Risk
Management, BECU
Dr. Huiwu Lai - 505 Global

Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson
CAPAA Vanguard Award:
Reynaldo O. Pascua

Presented by 1= Vice Chair Lisa Dickinson
CAPAA Lifetime Achievement Award:
Diane M. Narasaki

Presented by Chair Tyati Tufono-Chaussee
Silent-Auction Results
Live Concert - Island Bound
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March 13,2019

Washington State Commission on Asian Padfic American Affairs
1110 Capitol Way 5 #£220
Olympia, WA 98501

Diear Washington State Commission on Asian Padfic American Affairs [CAPAA),

Thank you and congratulations on achieving this significant milestone of 45 years of senvicel CAPAA has been a vital
woice in Washington State to the Asian Pacific American community in Washington State.

| ook forward to continuing to work in partnership with CAPAA to create positive change in Washington State.

Best wishes,
”"MLLJ\

My-Linh Thai
State Reprasentative 417 Legislative District
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Washington State Commission on
Asian Pacific American Affams
E.0. Box 40925

Olympia, WA 98504

Welcome and thank you for attending the Sapphire Celsbration observing the 43 years of
outstanding state service from the Washingtom State Conmmission on Asian Pacifie American
Affas. | commend o all for your accomplishments that have showrazed and moproved Asian
Pacific American commmmities in our state.

The commussion adveeates for Washmgton's Asan Pamfic Amencans who are a vital
component of our state’s thitving economy and diverse workforce. They represent these
communities in state govemment to ensure they have a voice m policy making that will affect
their well-being. For nearly half a century, the commussion has served our state by increasing
racial equity and emal nights, as well as access to quality education and affordable social and
health services for owr Asian Pacific Amencan residents 1 am prond of the sirides we have made
and the many more to come.

Thank you to the 12 commissioners and staff who work tirelessly to make impactful changes that
are mclusive and equitable for all Washingtonians. Thank you to the commumities that they
serve, who are imperative to the prospenty and well-bemg of owr state. Agaim, congratulations to
the Commmssion on Asian Pacifie American Affairs on a remarkable 45 years of service.

Sincarsly,

Fap Enic Pettizrew
37 L agislative Distri

Master of Ceremonies:

Lele Happy Tian

Born in Guangdong China, Lele “Happy” Tian moved
to the United States at the age of fifteen. She earned
her degree in public relations at University of Wash-
ington and went on to work at Microsoft. Happy
speaks two Chinese Dialects and english, and has
stayed very involved with the greater Chinese com-
munity by organizing community building events
and fundraisers, the 40™ Anniversary of China - U.S.
Diplomatic Relations Summit Conference in March
2019. She travels the world to promote international
trade, driven by her passion to bring cultures togeth-
er. She have build in a lot of production skills after
she have been travel globally. She is alsa’ a
renowned pageant competitor, and holds titles
including Miss Chinese Seattle First Princess (2009),
Miss Mill Creek (2010), Miss Spirit of Miss Washing-
ton (2011). She modeled in Asian Fashion Week,and
served as a judge for Miss Universe of China%{2016),
the Voice of UW (2016) and The Voice of €hina
(2017). Miss Spirit of Miss Washington USA 2011.
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CAPAA Lifetime Achievement Award:

Diane M. Narasabi

Diane co-chaired the Committee to Reverse the
Japanese American Wartime Cases, which supported
the coram nobis legal team’s work to vacate Gordon
Hirabayashi's World War Il convictions for violating
the Japanese American curfew and exclusion orders
in U.S. District Court in Seattle. His appeal to the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals found in 1987 that the
military orders issued against Japanese Americans
were “based upon racism rather than military
necessity."”

She was Executive Director at the Northwest Labor
and, Employment Law Office (LELO) from 1987 to
1991, when LELO was fighting for justice in the courts
and Congress for the AAPI and Alaska Native Wards
Cove workers, who endured racially discriminatory,
plantation like working conditions in the Alaska
canneries. Diane chaired the Minority Executive
Directors Coalition Racial Profiling and Police
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LILLIAN CHETIZ-SELF Represeniailves
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Dear Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs,

Congratul ations an 45 years of providing support and advocacy for the neads of those in the Asian
Pacific Islander Community. We are truly fortunate to live in a stata that is enriched by the diversity of
our residents.

I will continue to fight for equitable systems by addressing the barriers that continue to exist until we
have eliminated all opportunity gaps in education. | am also passionate about making sure that every
resident in our state has access to true affordable housing and guality heatth and behavioral health
e,

Itis critical that we continue to have CAPAA around to continue to advocate for the Asian Pacific
community and their goals. | look forward to seeing how much more this commission does for our
state inthe next 45 years and beyond.

Bast Wishes,

Fa LK

Represantative Lillian Ortiz-5elf
21%Legislative District
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Dear Asian and Pacific slander Community:

1am excited o kpow thal we as a community can come logether o celebiate the Washington State Commission on
Asian Facilic American Ak (CAPAAY, WE hin Eheir 45 years of service, CAPAS has championed our rights to foster an
empowered and unified Astan and Pacitic American (AP} commanity. More specifically, the arganization’ s work has
improw et our lives by e nsuring access bo particpation in fie ks sech as government, business, amd education, Becaws: of

CAPAA, Washington State is more reflective of our people, our mterests, and sur aspiratiens

As 3 fellowy Asian american, |oan fulbheartedly say that CARAD i impartant 10 the we ll-being of our commamity, 3nd
that CAPAA'S success = lrgely inpart Tueled by our support and engagement. With these thoughts in mmd, | would like
o express my thanks to CAPAS and the APA community as 2 whole for making Washinglon State a national role model

forwrhat it means to be cafturally inchsive

I take pride in standing alongsade the Asian and Pacific 1slander community and fervently look forward to my continued

support of the Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American aftairs, Thank you for your passionate work,

With warm regards,

ya

Repiesentative Mia Su-ling Gregerson
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Accountability Task Force and co-chaired the Seattle
Community Police Commission when it formed in
2013.

From 1995 to 2018, Diane served as Executive
Director at Asian Counseling and Referral Service
(ACRS), one of the nation’s leading pan-AAPI social
justice and multi-service organizations. During her
tenure, ACRS grew to meet the evolving needs of
AAPI's and others by expanding its culturally
competent behavioral health programs, human
services, civic engagement activities, and
approximately 300 staff and over 700 volunteers,
who collectively speak 40 languages and dialects
and reach over 35,000 community members
annually.

She also served as a CAPAA Commissioner from
1996 to 2003, and in 2014, President Barack Obama
appointed her to his President's Advisory
Commission on Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders. She co-founded the Asian Pacific Islander
Coalition in 1996, a statewide coalition to advocate
for AAPI's at the state level, and helped secure and
defend critical rights and services, including a social
safety net for immigrants and refugees, expanded
access to democracy, and more equitable access to
state programs and opportunities for AAPI's ‘and
other English language learners.

After 23 years at ACRS, Diane retired on December
3, 2018. She remains an ardent advocate for+¢ivil

rights and social justice. Diane is married, with three

stepdaughters and four grandchildren.
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